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    La Purisima Catholic School


     Newsletter for the Week of February 26, 2010
Calendar of Events

	Friday

February 26th
	Monday

March 1st
	Tuesday

March 2nd
	Wednesday

March 3rd 
	Thursday

March 4th
	Friday

March 5th

	Regular Day
	Regular Day
	Regular Day
	Regular Day
	Noon Dismissal
	Regular Day


Phone: 714-633-5411   Fax:  714-633-1588   Day Care: 714-905-4730 (after 3:30p.m.)

Web site:  www.lpcs.net
From the Principal’s Corner
Dear Parents,

We were marked with ashes on Ash Wednesday and began our journey through Lent. It is a time to look at ourselves clearly and to challenge ourselves to seek a deeper relationship with Christ. It is a time to examine ourselves and the ways in which we sin. In the liturgies of Lent, the Eucharist calls us to conversion. The scripture readings challenge us to respond on a deeper level to God's invitation to share in His friendship.

It is easy to continue on the same path of committing our "favorite" sins. But during Lent we are asked to "turn away from sin and be faithful to the Gospel." Our ultimate goal is to be united in full communion with Jesus Christ who gave his life for us so that we could have eternal life. We are invited to "live no longer for ourselves but for Him."

This quotation from St. Gregory of Nyssa is helpful in reflecting during Lent:

This is true perfection.

Not to avoid a wicked life because we fear punishment, like slaves.

Not to do good because we expect repayment, as if cashing in on the virtuous life by enforcing some business deal.

On the contrary, disregarding all those good things which we do hope for and which God has promised us, we regard falling from God's friendship as the only thing dreadful, and we consider becoming God's friend the only thing truly worthwhile.

We might ask ourselves:

How much do we treasure our friendship with God? Which of my favorite sins is more valuable to me than my friendship with Christ? What changes do I need to make to be a better friend of God?

Fr. Kerry Beaulieu

OLQA

My continued prayers as you journey through Lent. Make it a special time for you and the Lord. He is watching, waiting, and listening…

Yours In Christ,
Mrs. Vallas

Principal
IMPORTANT CALENDAR DATES!
March 4:
Noon Dismissal
March 5:
End of Trimester
March 6:
Jr. High Academic Decathlon
SCHOOL NEWS
School Enrollment and Kindergarten Roundup: We are happy to announce that in the past few weeks, we have had 6 news students enroll at LP! Our Kindergarten Roundup was a huge success. We thank you for continuing to spread the good news about LP! Keep up the good work!
LP Fish Fry: The annual La Purisima Fish Fry began last Friday. As in years past, the school has been asked to provide desserts to be sold at the fish fry. Following is a schedule of fish fry dates and grades responsible for the desserts:

	February 26
	K & 1st 

	March 5
	2nd & 3rd 

	March 12
	4th & 5th 

	March 19
	6th & 7th 

	March 26
	8th & Faculty

	April 2
	Pre-K & K


Thank you in advance for your generosity.
Character Counts Program: Who is a Cavalier with Character? The Character Counts program is starting at LP. Every month, the school will concentrate on one positive character trait. Look for evidence around the school. Posters and flyers will be up in the classrooms and down the halls. A flyer is attached for home use as well. Take time to review the character trait for February—‘Unity”—with your child. At the end of the month, every class will choose who has displayed the character trait the most to be named the CAVALIER with CHARACTER!
School Website: Don’t forget to checkout our Sports Calendar feature on our website. You will be able to see all the games scheduled, where they are playing, and the time.
Science Club: Science club session 5—Physics Fun Adventure—begins Tuesday, March 9th and there is still room! See the attached flyer for the details and to register for session 5!
Soles4Souls: The Student Council would like to thank everyone who donated their gently worn shoes to Soles4Souls. We collected 435 pairs of shoes! They are on the way to the Soles4Souls warehouse and from there will be sent and distributed to the earthquake victims in Haiti.
La Purisima Decathlon Team: Good luck to the LP Decathlon Team 2010! The team has been meeting for zero periods three days a week and every Friday after school since the beginning of December. The team will compete in the diocesan competition Saturday, March 6th. The following students are on the competing team: Eighth Graders—Diane Strain, Carolyn Cao, Elyse Cao, Celine Trihn, Hayley Wilcox; Seventh Graders—Austin Carr, Tiffany Nguyenfa; Sixth Graders—Aley Even, Nadine Tejadilla. The rest of the team are the support team and they are: Eighth Graders—Trisha Ungriano, Josh Marfil; Seventh Grader—Christina Loy; Sixth Graders—June Pham, Jillian Vu, Vanessa Lares. Congratulations to our team for all the extra studying they have done and good luck in the competition!
La Purisima Catholic School Supports North Sunrise Little League: Once again, the families of Eric Flores (4th grade) and Geordie Taber (2nd grade) have combined resources to purchase a baseball sponsorship in the school’s name this season. A beautiful banner that promotes La Purisima School and baseball will go on display at the baseball fields of North Sunrise Little League beginning Opening Day, Saturday, February 27th!
Detention: Due to the WASC Pre-Visit, the February 8th detention will be served on Wednesday, February 10th. The March 8th, 9th, and 10th detentions will be served the following week on the same corresponding day.
Back by Popular Demand, La Purisima Ballet Folklorico! This program is a wonderful exercise class that exposes students to the beautiful and festive dances and music embodied in Mexican Folk dance. Students will learn basic traditional and festive steps of Ballet Folklorico along with a brief history of the costumes and particular regions of Mexico. Please refer to the attached flyer.
CAR Home Connect: You can now retrieve all the information on how to access the website on the school website under the Parents tab.
SPORTS NEWS
The Foundation Games: Registration forms for the LP Track Team went home this week with your students. You can also go to the website and download copies (go to Students/Clubs & Activities/Track Team). Please remember to fill out all sides of all forms. You will need to return the following to the school by Friday, March 5th: LP Track Team Registration, Copy of Child’s Birth Certificate, $40 Fee, Green Card (if not on file), Foundation Games Form (2-sided) if participating, PAL Meet Form if participating. Our first practice will be Monday, March 15th at LP from 3:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. Parent volunteers are needed. The track team is open to those in 1st through 8th grade. 
New CavWear items now available! You can now download the catalog and order form from the school website under the Parents tab.
PARISH NEWS
Lenten Series At La Purisima: La Purisima Catholic Parish is hosting a Lenten series of talks and reflection from 7:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. in the Parish Community Center on three Mondays during Lent:  February 22nd, March 1st and March 8th. The series will feature guest speaker, Charlene Dumitru, Director of Adult Faith Formation at St. Norbert Parish, and author of the weekly Wondering Why articles that appear in the La Purisima Parish Bulletin. Ms. Dumitru will draw upon images from scripture, liturgy, and tradition to illustrate how Lent is a time the church has set aside for spiritual renewal leading us to experience a rebirth and renewal of life at Easter. Those interested in attending are asked to please bring a Bible. For more information about the parish call 714-633-5800 or visit www.lapurisima.net.

The Treasure Box: Can you believe this?  For just $30.00 your receive $65.00 to $100.00 worth of food, enough to feed a family of 4 breakfast and dinner for a week or a single person for a month.  This program is for everyone that wants to curve their monthly grocery expense.  Order your box for March it's coming with pork sausage, potato cut fries and flour tortillas make great burritos, or oatmeal with some peaches...yumm...turkey ham for lunch sandwiches or what about tomato basil soup with some macaroni & cheese for dinner and so much more...take a look www.thetreasurebox.org or call Rosie Felix (714) 469-3507 and remember the purchase of a box benefits our school..
Trinity Guild: The Trinity Guild continues to feed around 3,000 individuals each month.  Please consider making a regular contribution to the food pantry.  Food most in need:  pinto beans, rice, can tomato sauce, pasta, tuna, can soup, can vegetables, can fruit, cereal and peanut butter.  

If everyone brought one can each week. our pantry would stay stocked!  Please consider making this part of your Lenten giving with your family.  Baskets are available in the church.  Thank you for serving those in need in our community.
Alumni News
Cornelia Connelly School congratulates Lauren Luna, she received honors for the fall semester of the 2009-2010 school year.
Rosary High School congratulates Hannah Bui and Sarah Coughlin for receiving the Principal’s Honors (4.0 and Above), Loren Eccles for receiving First Honors (3.5-3.99), and Carissa Ayers-Gutierrez , Danielle Carr, and Whiney Wilcox for receiving Second Honors (3.0-3.49) for the first semester of the 2009-2010 school year. 
Congratulations to all our alumni!
La Purisima Catholic School

Schoolwide Learning Expectations
La Purisima Students will become…

Life-long learners who:

· demonstrate organizational and study skills to be prepared for life.

· exhibit a solid foundation in academics and strive for success.

· use self-evaluation to reflect on learning and to set educational goals.

· are creative, resourceful critical thinkers.

Our Mission
The teachers, staff and parents of La Purisima Catholic School are dedicated to provide for the formation of the whole child: spiritually, morally, physically, emotionally, and academically. We strive to help our children become disciples of our Church and confident, responsible and creative leaders of our community.

Teachers and staff partner with the parents, as the primary educators of their children, to instruct our students in an atmosphere of cooperation that respects individual differences and cultural traditions. 

Through a Christ-centered program, we endeavor to provide opportunities for our students to acquire the skills needed to meet the demands of the present, while preparing them for the challenges of tomorrow. 












