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    La Purisima Catholic School


     Newsletter for the Week of January 8, 2010
Calendar of Events

	Friday

January 8th                    
	Monday

January 11th    
	Tuesday

January 12th                     
	Wednesday

January 13th                     
	Thursday

January 14th                   
	Friday

January 15th           

	Regular Day
	Regular Day
	Regular Day
	Regular Day
	Regular Day

	Regular Day


Phone: 714-633-5411   Fax:  714-633-1588   Day Care: 714-905-4730 (after 3:30p.m.)

Web site:  www.lpcs.net
From the Principal’s Corner

welcome to 2010!

Dear Parents,

It is the dawning of yet another year, new beginnings and hopeful expectations. I hope you enjoyed your special time with your family and friends. May the blessings of the Christmas season remain with you throughout 2010!

It is indeed hard to believe that the school year is fast approaching the midway mark. Hopefully, now that the busy days of Advent are over, you have cleared your calendar for some upcoming events.

Accreditation Is Here!

First of all, as you know, we will have our three day Accreditation Visitation on March 8, 9, & 10. The Self Study document is in the final formatting stages and will be ready for the Accreditation Team to pick up on Wednesday, February 8th. The Team will be here that day for the Pre-Visit and will be meeting with the faculty and staff, taking a tour of the school, and receiving the Self Study book. Here is the Pre-Visit Schedule for the Day:

11:00 a.m.

Chair meets with the Principal

11:30 a.m.

Chair meets with the Leadership Team

12:00 noon

Committee Team members arrive and check-in at the school office




Prayer and Committee Lunch

1:15 p.m.

Team receives copies of the Self Study

2:10 p.m.

Tour of the School by the Student Council

3:20 p.m.

Meet and Greet with the Faculty & Staff

4:00 p.m.

Visiting Team closing words and prayer

4:30 p.m.

End of the Pre-Visit

The Team will return to the school for the three-day visitation on March 8, 9, & 10 and will spend the three days validating the information in the Self Study, visiting the classrooms, meeting with students, parents, clergy, faculty, staff, administration, and viewing evidence and supporting data. It will be our time to let La Purisima spirit shine through and show our pride and love for our wonderful school. What a Cavalier moment!

When the team leaves, they will provide the school with confirmation about our areas of strength and areas of growth for the future. It will be an exciting experience and will project us into 

long-range and strategic planning for future generations to come!

Please keep the staff, faculty and students in your prayers for a successful visitation.

gala update
To keep you updated about the GALA, A huge thank you to Adriana Smith and her committees who made the evening such a wonderful success! It was fun for all and the input shared by parents throughout the night and afterwards was that it was a night of fun, community building, and successful fundraising. The total net proceeds of the event, as of today, is:

@$65,000

Of this amount, the Fund-A-Need project raised $18,600 and is restricted for the Accelerated Math program. Thank you to those parents who met their $300.00 fundraising commitment. As of today, we have over $20,000 in non-designated money as a result of your participation in our fundraising efforts. Yeah! 

As we get closer to the end of the year and budget projections, we will be able to see if this non-designated amount will go towards operating budget (if there is a deficit) or will be allocated towards a specific need within the school that will directly benefit the students and quality of the school's programs. Please plan on attending the March 18th General Parent Meeting where more details will be shared. 

look what’s new for lp!
Parent Consultative School Board News
Share your time and talent! We are now ready to begin the process of establishing a new Parent Consultative School Board. Mrs. Sally Todd, Associate Superintendent of Catholic Schools will be our presenter for an evening parent in-service entitled "Boards 101" on January 20th at 7:00 p.m. in the evening (no children). This meeting will be for all those interested in being considered for the board. You must attend this meeting to be considered for an appointment. Come and find out how you can serve the school and what being on a consultative school board is all about!  Many hands make light work! Be part of the team!
accelerated math update
New for Spring!

We are now in the process of securing the lowest possible bid for the purchase of the Accelerated Math program. The teachers are making plans for its implementation which is anticipated to begin this year. With any luck, the program will begin in the spring. Thank you so much to all those who supported this Fund-A-Need activity at the GALA which provided the money to purchase the program. AWESOME JOB!!! Lots to do in the months ahead!

new things on the horizon!
Registration Process
With school enrollments continuing to fluctuate with the challenging economic times, we are taking a new look at our school registration process for next year. Waiting until August to secure final registrations is having an impact on the budget and stability of the school. Therefore, we are looking to change how we register for next year. As soon as we have worked out the details, you will be receiving the information for planning purposes. We ask for your prayers and support as we deliberate this change.

Parent Commitment
In addition to a new registration process, we are also looking at the parent commitment requirement. We have received information and directives from the diocese which has caused the school (as well as all diocesan schools) to re-think the parent commitment issue and how credits can be utilized. I anticipate that we will be able to share this information at the March 18th General Parent Meeting.

This is certainly an exciting start to 2010! The best is yet to come! I pray that the year will be filled with many blessings for you and your family. As we share this new year together, let us live and love in the ways of Christ, our Savior and Newborn King.

"In everything you do, put God first,

and He will direct you and crown your efforts with success."

Proverbs 3:6

Yours in Christ,

Debbie Vallas
Principal
IMPORTANT CALENDAR DATES!
January  8:
Band Practice, 3.30 p.m.–4.30 p.m.
January 12:
Science Club
January 13:
Choir Practice, 3.30 p.m.–4.30 p.m.

January 15:
Band Practice, 3.30 p.m.–4.30 p.m.



SCHOOL NEWS
Parent Mass: The next Parent Mass is Friday, February 5 during Catholic Schools Week.  Please sign-up to in the school office to participate in the Mass. 

CAR Home Connect: Want to see how your child did on their last CAR test?  Want to see what tests your child has taken this week, this month, or this year?  Want to do all of this and more from home or work?  Lucky you!  CAR has a new feature called Home Connect that lets you and your child look at your child’s CAR reading record remotely.  Here is how to access this feature:

Website:  http://car.lpcs.net/renaissanceserver/homeconnect/login.aspx
Username: your child’s CAR username

Password: your child’s hot lunch number

The username and password are the same username and password your child uses to take CAR tests.

In Home Connect you can also sign up to receive emails showing your child’s quiz or test results.

Ink Cartridge and Cell Phone Recycling: Please send in your ink cartridges for Canon, Dell or Lexmark, or old cell phones and we will recycle them for you. Please contact Sandra Ramirez at sramirez@lpcs.net
SCRIP NEWS
Shop with Scrip: You can now order scrip online at shopwithscrip.com. Hundreds of merchants to choose from place your order by Monday pay with presto pay or send your payment into the school office by Tuesday morning at 8 a.m., and your order will be shipped to the school along with our regular order. Simply sign up at shopwithscrip.com, use our enrollment code FA3B92744628, and you’re on your way to online shopping and scrip credit!
Reminder: We are going back to our normal ordering dates, order by Tuesday 8 a.m. and receive your order by Thursday afternoon. Any questions, email Sandra Ramirez at sramirez@lpcs.net.
SPORTS NEWS

The Foundation Games: Save the dates!  As you put your new 2010 calendars together, remember to schedule this year’s track meets for your track stars. The Foundation Games will be held on Friday evening, April 16, for those born in 1995, 1996, and 1997. Students (1st grade and older) born in 1998 through 2003 will participate on Saturday, April 17. This meet is held at Fred Kelly Stadium. The Parochial Athletic League (PAL) meet is scheduled for Saturday, May 22 for grades 1 through 4 and Sunday, May 23 for grades 5 through 8—location pending. We will start practicing in March—look for the registration then.
New CavWear items now available! La Purisima is now offering zipper and pullover hoody sweatshirts!  Both are available in navy and gray.  T-shirts and crewneck sweatshirts are also now offered in navy and gray.  See attached catalog for sizes and pricing.

We are now offering La Purisima backpacks and sports duffle bags for everyone in navy with the school logo.  See the catalog for details.

Finally, we are introducing the La Purisima baseball cap!  This fitted cap is in navy and comes in two sizes S/M and L/XL.  These caps are available to everyone.  Be one of the first to own them!

Please make all checks out to La Purisima School and deliver them with the attached order form to the school office.

Remember, all CavWear sales benefit the school’s general fund.  CavWear t-shirts and sweatshirts cannot be worn as part of the student's daily uniform.
HIGH SCHOOL NEWS
Mater Dei Information Night: Mater Dei High School will hold its second Information Night on Tuesday, January 12 at 7 p.m. for those who missed the event in October. This event is highly recommended for families exploring options for high school and/or those interested in admission into Mater Dei’s 2010-2011 freshman class. Come and hear about Mater Dei’s tradition of excellence and see all that the school community has to offer. The application deadline is Friday, January 22. The Entrance Exam takes place Saturday, January 30. For more information visit www.materdeiadmissions.org, or call (714) 850.9501.

PARISH NEWS
The Treasure Box: Don't forget to check out the new menus for January, now available to order online.  Go to www.thetreasurebox.org  If you haven't ordered one yet, order one for January to see what you've been missing.  The stipend received for distributing the Treasure box from La Purisima for September and October totaled $125, all of which is going to our school!  

The Trinity Guild wants to thank you for your ongoing food donations!  You have helped us serve hundreds of families each month!  Items most needed at this time:  cereal, peanut butter, and canned fruit!
Sunday Morning Mass: La Purisima Church will be offering an additional Sunday morning mass in English at 6:30 a.m. This mass is being re-instated after 5 years in response to the parishioners, and to re-connect with those who prefer to worship early.  Father Vincent would appreciate your assistance in making the availability of this new mass known to your families and friends.  Thank you.

Trinity Guild: The Trinity Guild is continuing to accept food donations.  Please leave your non-perishable food in the baskets in the church.  Bags of pinto beans, rice, and tomato sauce are needed at this time.  We are also in need of plastic grocery sacks to bag donations.  Thank you!
La Purisima Catholic School

Schoolwide Learning Expectations
La Purisima Students will become…

Life-long learners who:

· demonstrate organizational and study skills to be prepared for life.

· exhibit a solid foundation in academics and strive for success.

· use self-evaluation to reflect on learning and to set educational goals.

· are creative, resourceful critical thinkers.

Our Mission
The teachers, staff and parents of La Purisima Catholic School are dedicated to provide for the formation of the whole child; spiritually, morally, physically, emotionally, and academically. We strive to help our children become disciples of our Church and confident, responsible and creative leaders of our community.

Teachers and staff partner with the parents, as the primary educators of their children, to instruct our students in an atmosphere of cooperation that respects individual differences and cultural traditions. 

Through a Christ-centered program, we endeavor to provide opportunities for our students to acquire the skills needed to meet the demands of the present, while preparing them for the challenges of tomorrow. 












